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Practice Areas
Intellectual Property Litigation
Business Litigation
Patent and Trademark
Prosecution

An intellectual property attorney with over 16 years of experience, Carissa’s
practice is focused in federal court intellectual property litigation, patent
prosecution, trademark prosecution, intellectual property counseling, and
contract drafting. She also has experience in intellectual property licensing
and preparing due diligence, infringement and validity opinions.
Carissa spent several years with the Sidley Austin LLP law firm in their Los
Angeles intellectual property group, wherein she represented Fortune 500
and international companies in complex, multi-party patent infringement
litigation. Her experience includes all phases of litigation, including
pleadings, discovery and deposition practice, motion practice, dispositive
and discovery related motions, claim construction phase, expert phase, trial
and pre-trial.
After Sidley, Carissa maintained her own patent and trademark prosecution
clients, growing her practice to include working for tech start-ups as their
outside general counsel.
Being licensed to practice before the US Patent and Trademark Office
since 2002, Carissa has written many patent applications for a diverse set
of clients and technology, which includes consumer products, household
products, chemicals, semiconductors, abrasives, refractory materials and
applications, financial services and payments technology, networking and
encryption technologies, e-commerce applications, financial transactions
processing, information technology, inventory management systems, as
well as medical devices, home medical equipment, pharmaceuticals and
applications, including pulmonary therapies and antibody preparations.

Bar Admissions




Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
U.S. District Court for the Western District of Pennsylvania
U.S Patent and Trademark Office

Education



University of Pittsburgh Law School, J.D.
Cornell University, B.S., Chemical Engineering

Professional Affiliations




Member, Pennsylvania Bar Association (Intellectual Property
Section)
Member, Pittsburgh Intellectual Property Law Association
Member, Federal Bar Association, Western District of Pennsylvania
Chapter
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Community Involvement


Board of Directors, Dress for Success Pittsburgh

Representative Cases






Multi-party patent infringement litigation before the Eastern District
of Texas involving financial transactions processing patents.
Represented multiple defendant international financial institutions in
series of litigations and in reexamination proceedings before the
USPTO. Some cases tried to verdict; others settled before trial.
Represented patent owner involving antibody preparations
technology before the Northern District of California and related
reexaminations in a case involving infringement, licensing and
invalidity issues.
Represented patent owner involving implantable pacemakers and
defibrillators in various litigations involving infringement, ownership,
licensing and other issues.

Three Gateway Center • 401 Liberty Ave., 22nd Floor • Pittsburgh, PA 15222 • www.hh-law.com

